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fhew’d as of other Ancient Churches. 


EARSAL. 
1, All Conftitutions, as. well in Church as State, have vary’d in their Frames ; 


his Alters not.the Species of Government, nor Breaks the Sacceffion, This 
fhew'd in the High-Prie hood among the Fews The. Succeffion of otir Bifbops 


Tertullian appeals to the Succeffion againit 


the Hereticks and We againft the Diffesters. eer 
,.Epifcopal Churches in Europe (befidesRome ) before the Reformation. - And finee, 


befides England. 


y An Epifeopal Proteftant Church in, Poland, 


Epifcopal Churches in Afia. 


s In Africa. 
6, Of our Plantations in America. 
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Hat do you think, 
Mafter,: of the 
Anfwer I gave 
aft time to that Diftin@ion of the Diffen- 

ws, of Bifheps, and the Sore of Bifhops ? 

‘ Rehearfal. Yours Anfwer was Good Coun- 

try-man. For that Diftinftion, as they: Drive 
it, wou’d. -Diffolve all the: Churches, all the 

Governments, all the Families in the .World. 
For which of thefe have not vary’d‘ more 
or lefs, in long tract of time, from® their 
firft Inftitution? And the Confequence’ the 
Diffenters wou'd Draw from this, is an Ut- 
ter Diffolution of all thefe. . Becaufe we have 
not (as they fay) fuch Sort of Bifhops as in 


(i,) sGountry-man.* 


_ the Primitive Ages, therefor they will ‘have 


None at-all! How Precarious was the. High- 
Priefthood ‘in our Saviour’s time from what it 
was in its firft J/itution ? Did our . Saviour 
therfore plead that ther was no High-Prieft 
then? : And becaufe thé Scribes and Pha- 
rifees {then a Generation of Vipers) fat in 
Mofes Seat, did. he therefor Diffolve our 
Obedience to them ?. No. But for,that Rea- 
fon, He Gonfirm’d their Authority, and Re- 
quir’d His Difesples as well as the other Sews 
to Obey them in all whatfoever they Com- 
manded. And} tho’ He was Silent before He- 
vod and Pontius Pilate, yet when the High- 
Prieft Adjur’d Him, ‘He freely Declar’d Him- 
felf to be..the Son of God. And St. ‘Paul 
apply’d to. the High-Prieft that Text, Thon 
fhalt not Revile the Gods, Yet it might have 
been faid of him, that,.he was . 006 like 
Aaron, and that the Priethood had Diviated 
much fince that time. Bue they fat. ins Ao- 
fes Seat, the Succeffion was Deduc’d in them 


‘ 


im the Ordinary way. And is it not fo with, 
our! Bifhops ? Have they. not,Succeeded the. 
Primitive. Bifhops, and fit in their Seat ? And 
have..we;not the Lames of our Bifhops, and 
their Succeffion, as of our Kings? Look bué 
into Stow his Sérvey of London, a Book com- 
mon among our Citzens, and there you. will 
fee. the feveral Bifhops of London, as far up 
as. our  Hiffories cach. And fo it is of the 
Reft. And where the Records have been 
preferv'd. we haye, all their Names up to 
the; very Apoftles, asin the Great. Sees of 
Ferufalety. Anitoch, Rome, Alexandria, &cs 
Nay no further off than Lyons in France, 
we know that St. Jreneus was Bifhop there 
who was Difciple to St- Polycarp, who was 
Difciple to St. John the Apofile, and made 
Bifhop of Smyrna by him; and St Ignatius ano- 
ther Difciple of St. fobn’s, and who had 
been converfant with the other Apofles, 
was Bifhop of Antioch, So that the Succeffi- 
on of Bifbops goes up to the very Fountain. 
St. Ferom fays (ad Evagr.) that in Alexa 
andria the Succeflion of their Bifhops was 
clear from St, Adark the Evangeliff to He- 
raclas and Dionyfius who were Bifhops in his 
time. And Tertullian (de Prafcrip.) {ays it 
was fo in all other Churches, and Reckons 
up feveral of them, Founded by the Apo- 
files themfelves, as at. Corinth, Philippi, Ephe- 
Jus, Théffalonica,. &c. And appeals to the 
Succeflion of their Bifuops from the Apoffles, 
againft the Hereticks whom he Provokes, to 





thew the Succeffion of their Bifhops, that we 
may know. (fays he) whether your firft’ Bs- 
feop was Ordain’d by any of the <Apo- 
files, or of thofe Apoftelical Men who neg 
hear 
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reard to the Apoffles, and Perfever'd with 
chem, and whom you Acknowledge for the 
Author and Founder of your Churches. 

Countryem. This is the very Queftion you 
ask of our Diffencers. Let the. Presbyterians 
thew who was the firft Presbyter or Bifhop 
(call. him. what they will) from whom they 
Derive theit Sueceffion, and*-who Fownded 
the firft Presbyterian Church. 


(2. ) Baty. Mafter . the Eighth Anfwer 


which, the Objervator ‘we “were laft upon,” 


Num. 16. gives to your Oneftion is, I de- 

fire him to fotw us an. Epifcopal’ Church before 

the ge tet except, the Roman, or. once 
e 


fince, befides. bbe Englifhes. 


fince, befides the Englih. . And has he never 
heard of Denmark and Sweden, and that 
they have Bifhops there, ever fince the Re- 
formation? Belides Scotland, where Epifcopa- 
cy grieves them ftill, fee up by the firft 
Proteftant King. But before the Reforma- 
tion he thinks ther was no~ Ep/fcopal Church, 
except the Roman. What were ail. the 
other Churches in the World then? Were 
they Presbyterian, or Independent, Anabaprifis, 
or Quakers? dt is ftrange that among all 
thefe he coud not. fiad one Presbyterian 
Church, for a Precedent to Calvin! But 
we'll Travel round the Globe with him, 
and fee if. we can find one. And to begin 
at Europe, there is the Great Empire. of 
Rufia, which is in Extent, a third Part of 
Europe at lealt, and a Chriftian Church, long 
before the Reformation, and which — never 
own’d the Supremacy of Rome, nor do’s to 
this Day. Bue (alafs!) they are far from 
being Presbyteriazs, they are full of Bifhops, 
and ever were. They were part of. the 
Greek Church, and under the Patriarch of 
Conftantinople, till it was Conquer’d «by the 
Turk, and then they fet up a Patriarch of 
their own. Thus much for Europe. ! 


(3.) Let me here only tell, That ther 
is a Proteftant Church in Poland, which has 
preferv’'d a Succeflion of Bifbops to this 
Day ever fince the Refermatien, J mention 
this, only to fhew thofe who plead Ne- 
ceffity, That Proteftants of equal Zeal might 
have kept up Eps/copacy tho’ in Popifh Coun- 
tries. They fend further for Traffick, than 
they need for Bifhops. 

(4-) Countryem. Now, Mafter, let us go 
into Afia, are ther no Chriftians there? 
And have they any Bifhops? 

Rebearf. Ther are more Chriftians there, 
Country-man, than in Europe. There is the 
greateft part of the. once Famous Greek 
Church, the Armenians, the Georgians, the 
Mingrellians, and further towards the Eaf 
the Facobites,. and Chriftians of St.- Thomas, 
with many others of different Denominati- 
ous. I have read of a Cardinal of Rome, | 


Rehearf. 1 fuppofe it fhou’d be or one 


who giving an Account of th : 
were seiner Numbers of she aa ther . 
there, than all in the Communion i 
And all thefe and every one of i 
Epifcopal, and ever have been. They h 
Bifhops, Arch- Bifbops, and Patriarclys of “Ws 
own, who pay no SubjeGion to the» See “ 
Rome. Andy in that ‘Senfe, may be ealra 
ProtefLants too, 


aie 


(5.) Now pafS. me into Africa 
dias che preat Piaréba of Maid 
Egypt; where the greater Athanafins sat 
Bifkop. And- in the fame» Country, gr. cy. 
prien was A ch- Bifhop of Carthage, St. te 
guhkin was Bifhop of Hippo, and ther Were 
many other Eminent Bifhops there. Ther 
are ftill great Numbers of Chriffians there 
calil’d now Cophtes, under a Patriarch of 
their own, Reliding ‘at Grand Cuire. From 


his. Bifhop. 

+ (6.) For that great Empire has but one 
Bifkop; like our Plantations in America. But 
with this Difference, that the Bifhop of 
Abiffinia lives among them, and Govergs 
them in-Perfon, whereas the Bifhop of our 
Part of America was never there, but Re. 
fides at London. But they-hope, and’ fa do 
we too, thatthis will ‘be Remedy’d ia time, 
and that Suffragan Bifhopg will be Granted 
them, of which I am told the Bifhop of 
London is very defirous,. but that it is not 
in his Power alone. And then that Prece. 
dent will be taken from the Diffenters, how 
well Chriftians may live without any Biflop 
among them. But not fo well neither, 
when; the State of the Churches in America 
is Confider’d, and the chief Caufe 8f their 
Corruption is, that they have no Bifbop 
Refident among them, 
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‘whom the Emperor of the Abiffns receive; - 
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